February 24, 1983 LB 199

SENATOR CLARK: Senator Schmt.

SENATOR SCHM T: M. President and nenbers of the Legis-
lature, | should stand here covered with chagrin after
that vicious attack by Senator Merle Von M nden but |
would like to point out to Senator Von Mnden that if
we get back to $10,that is where we started five years
ago back before he was a nenber of this body. The $10
fee was the original part of ny bill. | think it should
have stayed there. | would like to point out that the
average of the parks fees in the states surroundi ng
Nebraska is $14.50. Col orado, | believe, is $15 or
$20. Kansas is $15. South Dakota is $10. | want to
say once again that regardl ess of the inequities he

m ght point out that | still defend the poor and the
aged and the handi capped and | will continue to do so
and | woul d hope that those people would be able to
%et out to the parks once in awhile and enJoy them

ut unl ess we have adequate fundi ng, they are not going
to be there. We are not going to provide these funds
fromthe general fund. We have denonstrated that many
times. We al so have found a great increase in the
utilization of our parks. We have found trenmendous

i mprovenent in the park systens. It is one of the

|l owest cost forns of famly entertai nnent avail abl e

to us. | don't know, | haven't been to a novie in
many, many years but they tell me the price for a
nmovie is $3.50 or $4 and | woul d suggest that certainly
a year, a full year's sticker on an autonobile or any
vehicle is not an inconsiderate sumat $10. | have
seen a nunber of these vehicles, as has been pointed
out here, a nmotor hone, $30,000 notor honme with a
scooter on the front that cost $1,000 and a car behind

that cost several thousand. | suggest that if we are
going to travel in that kind of style that soneone has
to pay the bill. | can tell you very frankly that

mahy of the people who visit our parks woul d gust as
soon that we didn't allowthe nmotorcycles in there that
has been roaring around the parks at night sonetines

di stressing persons who want to engoy the serenity of
that atnosphere. | woul d hope that you woul d adopt the
$10 fee, advance the bill, and try to keep the high
quality parks systemwe have at the present time and
to continue to inprove it. Wthout that parks fee,

we are not going to be able to maintain those parks

in the style in which you have becone accustoned. |

woul d like to point out also that these funds are not
goi ng to be com ng about instant aneousI?/. It is going
to take tine for themto be com ng available, and so

if you want to do anything for the parks sytem you had



